damuary 31, 2984

S0t worams

Suject: TPS: Micaragua

This afternoon T attended the I75 seninar on Morsn in Mearagus®, conducted
by ¥agda Bardques (ref, attached). Ms. Bnriques is a merber of the GRY Counsil
of State snd one of the founders of AMLAE, the Nicereguan wren's orgnization.

She agpears o bo in her mid-forties, speaks good Eglis

ané 15 very articulate.
Attendance cane %o sbost L0, Cone of ¥

. Enriguest remaris

surrarized telov.
“he Niceraguan Revolution bas neant @ great desl for Micaragian venen. The

Spamtsh conquest set back weren's ghts for & long tire. it fessle particiza-
ti0m 4n the fignt apatnes Semoca has made eny ic:

uan wonen, reslise the

sorn for nore, snd that not cnly are they a pars of history - they can pake his-
tory. AMLAS tms made great strides. Wonen are L% of the Milita and LSK of the Po-
246, But of course Vicaragss tas inherdted enoreous proslens. The USC backed So-
Rose to the end, xas deternined to crush the Sevolution Trom the stert, and has
been appiying econonic, politics) end ailitary messures, The G is dedicated to
Sluralisn, o nixed econery snd nonsligwent. Flections cone tn 1985, 60f of Mica-
ragia's comerce 12 in private hands. The Contras hit and hurt us, but they can't
¥in, The G s helping those o had nothing before, erphasizing education and
fealth. Tree spesch is protected. One cen criticize the GRl Wtheut sorrying, 1n

contrast % B2 Salvador. Ronero was killed but Ohando Brave is free to spesk as
%o slesses. The GRY snd the Hicsraguan pecple hove to 1ive in pesce, ;0 Cimnity,
w145 everyone. They are dotermined not o return to their historical status of 8
Taiee colory.




During the question period M. Eariques vas asked about the Miskitos, 3 subject
She had omitted. She said the GBI hac made fome mistakes but now vas schieving Fro-
fress in nelping the Inéiane. She assertod the Centras kad recently Killed 200 Hise
Kitos revarning fron Honduras.

As the session ended Ji11 Gay introduced me %o ¥s. Euriquer 3s representing the

State Departnent. Ms. nriques thanked me for coming. T then lefs with JA11 the fol-

-

Louing gtvachmente: 1) the rarked statenent ron the Toongas initarian re-
Fort on their August, 1983 Central inericsn visit, whick T sent you yesterday; and,

2) the Cerlos Aneres Peres interriew with Los Tiemo

£ Cochaberte, Flease read the

latter, 41so sttached 1s an article on AVIAE, inserted in yesterday's Congressional
Record by Cong. Ythias. 1 believe 1t is worth reacing.

Hs. Tariques w111 probatly be an effective, pereuasive representative of the GIN
during her tour in the U.5. (schedule attached). I plan to call Arturo Orsz and in-
quire shether he can arrange for an ARDE response or debste somewhere along the line.

In ry opinien, Ms. Rnriquez did very well on wonen's rights. T fault her presen-
tation on the folloving pointe: 1) the USO é4d not stick ¥ith Somoza until the end;

T doubt that he vould have lost had we contined %o back hin 2) the USG was not hos
441e 15 the GRN fron the beginning; 3) the (RN 15 not nan-sligned; you il recall
Fona Gmez told then they hed blundered in supporting the Soviet invasion of Afghan-

stan; L) at least most GRN leaders do not wish %o permit free speech; and, 5) there
was re Te’erence to GR supert for the FULN.

1 Bl to mentden these potnts to Jill Gay. She mronised to show Ns. Furiquer the
attachments T loft vith her.

Geerye Lister
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